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little one may like scholarship examinations, it is a
great advantage to have pupils who are desperately
anxious to succeed.

It ought not to be necessary to point out that the
diversity of conditions does much to impair the value
of those tables of statistics with which some news-
papers delight to prove that the older public schools
are falling back in the race. If a boy from Win-
chester or Eton, Harrow or Charterhouse, can afford
to go to his father's distinguished college without
a scholarship it is natural and right that he should do
so: it is all very well to say that he ought to work
equally hard for the bare honour and glory, but the
fact remains that few parents, and not all school-
masters, would choose this noble path. It is from
every point of view desirable that scholarships should
go to those who need them most: the only pity is that
the necessity is sometimes so great as to drive schools
and their pupils into the paths of premature and
excessive specialization.

At Marlborough we frankly did our best to win
scholarships and did not know or greatly care at what
college they were won: of course Balliol at Oxford
and Trinity at Cambridge had a glamour of their
own, but we rejoiced as unfeignedly at those smaller
triumphs which landed a boy safely at some college
of lesser fame; and that made life very easy for the
teacher.

His lot was very much lightened in my case by
the fact that the Sixth Form studies were close to my